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 50 Essential Skills

Year

         Technique




Musicianship




Rhythm


Pitch

Year one
1
1








Steady Tone (16 beats)

2
1








Internalized pulse


3
1

Whole Notes/rests (4/4 time)

4
1

Half Notes/rest (2/4 time)

5
1

Quarter Notes/Rests

6
1








Tonguing

7
1




Concert Bb5-F5 (fl 8va)

8
1








Phrasing
/Breath control

9
1




Concert G5

10
1








Basic Characteristic Tone

11
1




Concert A4, Ab4 (chromatic fingerings) 

12
1

¾ time

13
1

Dotted Half note

14
1

Ties

15
1




Concert A5,Ab5 (except cl)

16
1

8th Notes (in basic groups of 2)

17
1




Cl. Chalumeau (to written G4)

18
1




Bb Concert Scale

19
1








Legato Style

Year Two

20
2








Basic Tuning

21
2

8th Note/rest combinations

22
2

Combined dotted Quarter & 8th

23
2








Slurs

24
2




Concert E5

25
2




Cl. Chalumeau to written E

27
2




F Concert Scale

28
2




Eb Concert Scale

29
3

Cut Time

Year Three

30
2




C4-F4 (Clar. Clarion reg.)

31
3




Bb Concert Scale with speed

32
3




Bb Chromatic Scale (one 8ve)


33
3








Staccato Style

34
3








f, mf, p

35
3








Tongue/slur combinations

36
3








Basic Intonation

37
3

16th notes (in basic groups of 4)

38
3








Developing tone


Year Four

39
4

8th & 16th combinations

40
4




Eb Concert Scale With speed
41
4




Cl. Ease Crossing Registers

42
4




Ab Concert Scale With Speed
43
4

3/8 & 6/8 Time

44
4




F Concert Scale With Speed

45
5




C Concert Scale With Speed
46
5

dotted 8th & 16th  

47
5

Syncopation

48
5

Compound 6/8
49
5




Eb Chromatic Scale With Speed
50
5








 Sight reading skill
Tone Rubrics

Basic Characteristic Tone
First steps toward a “model sound”. Tone is steady and full.  Basics of proper embouchure formation and breath control contribute to produce a sound, which can eventually be developed into a “model sound”.

Developing tone
Proper embouchure and breath control combine with increased strength and flexibility, to produce a more “focused” and in tune sound. 

Refined Tone
Tone is focused, supported, and in tune in all registers. Further strength and flexibility development, as well as improvements in equipment contribute to a tone that is full, free, and beginning to approach a “model” sound.

Model Sound

Intonation Rubrics

Basic Tuning
Student understands “mechanics” of how to tune instrument. Can match basic tuning reference with aid of tuner or instructor.

Basic Intonation
Student can play a relatively “in tune” Bb concert scale, with occasional difficulties with problem notes. Student can recognize when out of tune, but may need help of instructor to correct. 

Developing intonation.
Student can play relatively in tune 1 ½ octave Bb concert scale
. Student is beginning to self-tune with occasional help from instructor. Student is aware of problem notes on instrument.

Good Intonation
Student exhibits good pitch control throughout range of instrument Student can tune independently, and adjusts for problem notes.

Common Problems

Not tonguing

Breathing after every note

lack of internalized pulse (foot taping)

No practice sequence
Posture



Choppy phrases/bad attacks/poor releases

Flat clarinets

Weak-sounding flutes

Slow fingering

Lack of breath control
Breathy sound


Stuffy sound

Hard tonguing

Poor hand position

Teeth not on mouthpiece

Other______________________________________________________________________________

